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Belize Azut Hesort

I\{lyfﬁlue heaven

Playwright Christopher Hampton finds an out-of-this-world resort in a pristine corner of Belize
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Where to stay

There is a hot tub up on the roof, from which
you can watch the sun set over the mangroves

> international reputation; and two
blindingly white villas, one on either side of a
circular, infinity-edged pool. They are open-
plan and tiled in cool, Champagne-coloured
travertine marble speckled with fossils from
the Mexican seabed, whitewashed, and
furnished in beautiful local woods (bamboo,
dark zericote stippled with blond streaks,
sturdy jabin for the doors and window frames
and grey mylady for the beams). The high
ceilings allow for a second bedroom and
bathroom in a raised gallery area. A flat
roof is reached by a spiral staircase narrow
enough to demand caution after one too
many of Bernie the bartender’s excellent
frozen Mojitos. You can have dinner there
under the stars, and there’s a hot tub from
which you can watch the sun set over the
mangroves and the lagoon behind.

The villas are equipped with state-of-
the-art Viking kitchens: but it’s hard to
imagine anyone with the chutzpah to make
use of them with Spiegel on the premises.
Quite simply, he’s a superb cook. Using only
local ingredients which are fresh and in
season (the huge lobster I saw complacently
strolling about the nearby seabed would be
safe until June), Spiegel produces one

delicious treat after another: grouper stuffed

with crab and scallop: lime-and-coriander
linguini with shrimp; and, something 1
foolishly resisted at first, a glorious roasted
garlic and grilled shrimp pesto pizza, the
pesto made with cashews rather than pine
nuts, the crust perfectly judged. Spiegel
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Left, one of the two villas
at Azul Resort in Belize.
Below, the resort's large,
circular swimming pool

is not in the least
proprietorial about his
kitchen (Master Lee,
the slightly fearsome-
looking Chinese
masseur who came
to cure my writer’s
neck, stayed on to
make dumplings and
drunken chicken),
and he is constantly
improvising. One
evening, for example,
he invented cashew-
crusted dates stuffed
with chorizo, as
good a starter as I've
tried in ages.

Whether you need
a day’s snorkelling
in the wonderful Hol Chan Marine Reserve
or a supply of fresh aloe to apply to the
resulting sunburn, nothing is too much
trouble for the staff. They are charming
without exception, from Francis, who
greets you at the airport and whose so-laid-
back-it’s-almost-horizontal air in no way
compromises his efficiency, to Ella, a
former Miss Garifuna, who serves in the
restaurant. [t's a romantic enough getaway
to suit anniversaries or honeymoons (two
pairs of newly-weds arrived as I reluctantly
prised myself away). And if your particular
vice happens to be writing, an ideally tactful
balance is struck between a total respect
for your privacy and the convivial pleasures
of conversation and the table.
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